Sociology 120

Course Outline

Ms. Bourgaize C109

Sociology 120 is designed to be a broad introduction to the field of sociology.  We will encounter some of the most influential theories used by sociologists to think about the social world, and many of the methods sociologists employ to investigate it.  Students will develop the ability to examine social phenomena objectively and increase their understanding of the components and dynamics of social groups as they affect culture.  We will investigate major dimensions of inequality, including race, class, gender, and sexuality.  Throughout the course, we will consider issues of social justice, what “justice” means, and how the tools of sociological inquiry can be applied to promote a more just world.
Learning Outcomes

Sociology:  A Social Science
Students will:

1. Define “sociology” and demonstrate an understanding of sociology as a research science.
2. Comprehend the importance of the sociological imagination and be able to explain the concept in the context of a social issue.
3. Know, understand, and be able to explain the key ideas of early sociological thinkers.
Sociological Perspectives
Students will:

1. Demonstrate their understanding of the four contemporary sociological perspectives.

2. Be able to connect significant sociological thinkers (both early and modern) with a contemporary sociological perspective(s).

Culture: A Universal Phenomenon
Students will:

1. Understand and be able to explain the components of culture.

2. Recognize and be able to explain cultural uniformity and variation.

3. Critically assess the process of cultural change.

Socialization Process
Students will:

1. Define socialization and comprehend the role it plays in human development.
2. Know, understand and be able to explain agents of socialization and theoretical perspectives on human development.

3. Recognize and be able to explain socialization as a lifelong process.

Social Interaction
Students will:

1. Define “social structure” and be able to explain its components.

2. Comprehend that social interaction occurs at either a micro or macro level.

3. Recognize and comprehend social movements.

Evaluation

Process and Product

50%

Seminar


20%

Exam



30%

General Information

You are expected to attend class regularly and on time.  As a subject teacher, I will be monitoring your attendance and following the FHS Attendance Policy.  Consequences may be applied for truancy and/or tardiness.
It is important that all assigned work and any assigned readings are completed.  

Remember that the Social Studies Department has a late assignment policy implemented at the teacher’s discretion.  A late assignment will be deducted 10% per day for the first four days it is late.  After that, the assignment will be marked out of 60%.  It is each student’s responsibility to hand in work in a timely fashion.  All assignments are due by the stated due dates whether or not the student is present.  Assignments may be handed in early.  Technical difficulties (printers out of ink, computers malfunctioning, etc.) are never an acceptable excuse for late submission and the late assignment policy will apply in all such cases. I encourage you to come and see me if you are having any problem with finishing assignments.

While not all activities are evaluated with a numerical grade, their purpose is to practice developing skills; your understanding of the concepts will continuously be monitored and assessed.  

Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  
All submitted work must be the product of the student with credit given to external sources.  
Textbook:  
Greene, R.W & Shepard, J.M. (2008). Sociology and You.  Columbus, OH: Glencoe.
Textbooks are the responsibility of the student and a replacement fee must be paid if the textbook is not returned.
Teacher Website: 
msbourgaize.weebly.com
Teacher Email:
amy.bourgaize@nbed.nb.ca
